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City Parks Foundation offers highlights from the 2008 Central Park SummerStage Season

New York, NY (March 10, 2008) – City Parks Foundation is gearing up for another stellar season at Central Park SummerStage in 2008 and is pleased to announce early highlights from the forthcoming season.  Now in its 23rd season, Central Park SummerStage has earned a global reputation for presenting one of the finest free performing arts festivals in the nation; from the heart of the city’s most famous park, Central Park.

The 2008 Central Park SummerStage season opens on Friday, June 13 at 7:00 pm with a performance by the incomparable soul/gospel singer, Mavis Staples.  Joining Staples on the bill is sultry, soul savior Stephanie McKay.  In all, Central Park SummerStage will host a total of 30 free performances in a variety of disciplines including music, dance, film, word and comedy.  With a commitment to excellence and eclectic programming, visitors to Central Park SummerStage will experience outstanding local, global and emerging talent representative of the cultural diversity of New York City itself, all summer long, free of charge.  
Additional highlights from the forthcoming season include: 
Saturday, June 21

Urban voices unite with Definitely Poetry: An Evening of Poetry and Music, featuring Lemon (Russell Simmons Presents Def Poetry, Spike Lee’s “She Hates Me”), author, educator and activist, JLove Calderon, hip-hop theater visionary Will Power and Bronx based poet, hip-hopper and activist La Bruja.  
Sunday, July 6

Seun Kuti, the youngest son of world music star Femi Kuti makes his Central Park SummerStage debut.

Saturday, July 12

LAMC: The 9th Annual Latin Alternative Music Conference will feature Mexico’s multi-Grammy Award winner Julieta Venegas with additional guests to be announced soon.
(-more-)
Friday, August 1
DanceBrazil will grace the stage with its critically acclaimed, Capoeira-influenced style of dance.

Saturday, August 16

Get cerebral with math rockers Battles.  Experimental noise rockers Black Dice will open.
Sunday, August 17
Central Park SummerStage closes the 2008 season with a bang when Brooklyn’s very own old-school soul/funk sensation Sharon Jones & The Dap Kings takes to the stage.

Central Park SummerStage will also hold six benefit concerts in 2008. These specially produced concerts help to support the season’s diverse free programming.  Benefit concert highlights include Mark Knopfler July 23 and Crosby, Stills & Nash on July 29.
About City Parks Foundation:

City Parks Foundation is a non-profit organization revitalizing parks and neighborhoods across New York City through free performing arts, sports, education, and community building programs reaching 600,000 people in 700 parks each year.  Visit www.CityParksFoundation.org for more information.
For more information on Central Park SummerStage, please visit www.summerstage.org.
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